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SYNOPSIS OF THE "SOLDIERS' AND SAILORS' CIVIL RE- 
LIEF ACT." 

("Moratorium Law") 



Approved March 8, 1918. 
Introduction. 

The Nation's call to arms, with its consequent response, re- 
moved nearly two million men from their homes and accustomed 
walks of life. As might be expected, the vast majority of these 
men had to leave with their business and personal affairs in a more 
or less unsettled condition. Added to this, the possibility of 
judgments by default, and other one-sided legal proceedings, for- 
feiture of insurance policies, eviction of loved ones for unpaid 
rent, foreclosure of mortgages and installment contracts, loss of 
property to "land-grabbers" through delinquent taxes, and any 
number of opportunities for fraudulent action by unscrupulous 
persons taking advantage of his absence, was such a" potential 
source of worry as to distract the thought and weaken the de- 
termination of the very strongest hearted soldier, to say nothing 
of the average. 

Recognizing the important relationship between the morale of 
its soldiers and the winning of the war, and fully mindful of its 
moral responsibility for the welfare of those who had offered 
themselves in its defense, the government put into operation- the 
most liberal system of aid — in life and death — by the War Risk 
Insurance, Allotment and Allowance Law. And now the final 
link has been forged in the great chain of protection arourfd the 
soldier and his loved ones by the passage and approval, March 8, 
1918, of the "Soldiers' and Sailors' Civil Relief Act," more com- 
monly known as the "Moratorium Law." By this law, the sol- 
dier is practically assured that he shall not suffer any property 
loss, nor undergo any prejudice to his right, or those of his de- 
pendents, on account of his inability to meet his obligations dur- 
ing the period of his military service in the present war. 

The outstanding features of this Act are the provisions for : 
(1) Stay or postponement of any civil suit or other sim- 
ilar legal proceedings against one in active "Military" 
Service (Army, Navy, Marines, etc.). 
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(2) Reopening or setting aside any such proceedings 
which, for any reason, were not stayed originally. 

(3) The reimbursement, through court bond, of the "Sol- 
dier" (term used to typify one in military service) 
for any loss suffered by reason of any such proceed- 
ings which were allowed during his absence in the mil- 
itary service. 

(4) Postponement of payments due from soldier under 
rent, installment contracts, and mortgages, originat- 
ing prior to approval of this Act (March 8, 1918), 
and prohibition of distress, eviction, or foreclosure. 

(5) Protection of soldier's life insurance policies from 
lapse or forfeiture on account of non-payment of pre- 
miums during period of military service and one year 
thereafter. 

(6) Preventing sale of soldier's real estate for delinquent 
taxes, or assessment of any penalty thereon. 

(7) Non-forfeiture of any soldier's "Homestead" or in- 
itial rights thereto, acquired under Government Pub- 
lic Lands Laws. 

(8) Heavy punishment and penalties for any who disre- 
gard or violate soldiers' rights under this Act. 

Outline. 
The Act is divided into six main divisions, Articles one to six, 
inclusive, which deal with the following : 

Article I General Provisions, 

Article II General Relief, 

Article III Rent, Installment Contracts, Mortgages, 

Article IV Insurance. 

Article V Taxes and Public Lands, 

Article VI Administrative Remedies. 

In General. 

Definition. 

Moratorium — A period during which, because of war or other 

emergency, the right to enforce commercial obligations of persons 

in military service is temporarily suspended. In due considera- 
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tion of the rights of the people as a whole, a proper moratorium 
law — such as this one — does not contemplate the cancellation of 
any just debt or obligation, but rather provides a. postponement of 
time of payment until the soldier has been relieved of his military 
duties. 

Heading of Act. 

"To extend protection to the members of the military and naval 
establishments of the United States engaged in the present war." 

ARTICLE I. 
Purpose;. 
Sec. 100. "* * * protection is hereby extended to persons 
in military service of the United States * * * and to enable 
them to devote their entire energy to the military needs of the 
nation, and to this end the following provisions are made for the 
temporary suspension of legal proceedings and transactions which 
may prejudice the civil rights of persons in such service during 
the continuance of the present war." 

"Persons in Military Service." 

Sec. 101. (1) All Officers and enlisted men in Army, Navy, 
and Marine Corps, in active service, and members of sundry mil- 
itary and civil departments, when detailed to service under juris- 
diction of the War or Navy Department. 

Period of Service. 

Sec. 101. (2) The period of service shall terminate with date 
of discharge from active service or death, but in no case later 
than the date when this act ceases to be in force. 

"This act shall remain in force until the termination 
of the war and for six months thereafter." However, 
some of its provisions may be further extended in full 
force and effect, if necessary to the due enjoyment 
thereof (see Sec. 603). 

"Person." 
Sec. 101. (3) "Person," as used in this Act with reference to 
the holder of any right against a person in military service or 
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against a person secondarily liable under such right, shall include 
individuals, partnerships, corporations, and any other form of 
business association. 

Territorial Application. 

Sec. 102. This Act shall apply to the United States, all States 
and Territories, the District of Columbia, and all territory sub- 
ject to the jurisdiction of the United States, and to proceedings 
commenced in any court therein, whether or not a court of 
record. 

Persons Secondarily Liable. 

Sec. 103. Any suspension, postponement, etc., may in discre- 
tion of court likewise be granted to sureties, guarantors, indors- 
ers and others subject to the obligation or liability. 

Judgment or decree vacated as to principal, who is in 
military service, may, in discretion of court, also be set 
aside or vacated as to surety, guarantor, indorser. 

ARTICLE II. 

General Relief. 
Prevention of Judgment, by Default, against Soldiers; Indemni- 
fying Bond. 
Sec. 200 (1) If in any action or proceeding commenced in 
any court there shall be default of appearance by defendant, plain- 
tiff, before entering judgment, shall file affidavit setting forth facts 
showing that defendant is not in military service. If unable to 
file such affidavit, plaintiff shall in lieu thereof file an affidavit 
setting forth either (a) that defendant is in military service, or 
(b) that plaintiff is not able to determine whether or not defend- 
ant is in such service. If affidavit (a) is not filed, no judgment 
shall be entered without first securing an order of court directing 
such entry, and no such order shall be made if the defendant is in 
such service until after the court shall have appointed an attorney 
to represent the defendant and protect his interest, and the court 
on application shall make such appointment. Unless it appears 
that defendant is not in such service, the court may require, as a 
consideration before judgment is entered, that plaintiff file a bond 
approved by the court conditioned to indemnify the defendant, if 
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in military service, against any loss or damage he may suffer by 
reason of any judgment should the judgment be thereafter set 
aside in whole or in part. Other proper orders may be entered. 

Penalty. 

Sec. 200. (2) A maximum penalty of $1000.00 fine or one 
year in jail, or both, is provided for the making or using of an 
affidavit required under this section, when affidavit is false or 
person using it knows it to be false. 

Appointment of Attorney for Absent "Soldier." 

Sec. 200. (3) If a person in military service does not person- 
ally appear in any action or proceeding to which he is a party, 
or is not represented by an attorney, the court may appoint an 
attorney to represent him, and in such case a like bond may be 
required and an order made to protect the rights of such person. 
But such attorney may not waive any right of the person for 
whom he is appointed or bind him by his acts. In other words, 
the Court affords the soldier the benefit of an attorney's services 
gratuitously, but the soldier cannot be held responsible for the 
actions of said attorney. 

Opening Judgments. 

Sec. 200. (4) A judgment, rendered against any person in mil- 
itary service during the period of such service or within thirty 
days thereafter, where it appears that such person was prejudiced 
by reason of his military service in making his defense thereto, 
may, not later than ninety days after termination of such service, 
be opened by the court rendering it, if the defendant has a merito- 
rious or legal defense to the action or part thereof. But the va- 
cating of any such judgment shall not impair any right or title 
acquired by any bona fide purchaser for value under such judg- 
ment. This latter provision means that, if the property of a 
soldier should be sold in any proceeding while he is in military 
service, to an outside party buying in good faith, the soldier can- 
not invoke this Act to recover his property. But he may, in such 
case, obtain reimbursement for his loss through the bond provided 
by Sec. 200 (1), see above. 
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Stay op Action. 

Sec. 201. At any stage of an action by an against a person in 
military service commenced during the period of such service or 
within sixty days thereafter, it may, in the discretion of the court, 
on its own motion, and shall on application, be stayed as provided 
in this Act, unless, in the opinion of the court, the ability of 
plaintiff to prosecute his case or of defendant to conduct his de- 
fense is not materially affected by reason of his military service. 

No Penalty by Reason of Stay. 

Sec. 202. When an action or contract is thus stayed, no fine or 
penalty shall accrue by reason of failure to comply with the con- 
tract during the, period of such stay. Where a person fails to 
perform an obligation, and a fine or penalty is incurred, a court 
niay, on just terms, relieve against the fine or penalty if person 
who would suffer was in military service when penalty was in- 
curred and if his ability to pay was thereby impaired. 

Stay of Execution, Etc. 

Sec. 203. In any action or proceeding in any court, commenced 
against a person in military service before or during the period 
of service, or within sixty days thereafter, the court may and on 
application shall, unless it considers that the ability of defendant 
to comply with the judgment or order, entered or sought, is not 
materially affected by reason of his military service: 

( 1 ) Stay the execution, as provided in this Act ; or 

(2) Vacate or stay any attachment or garnishment of 
property, money or debts, whether before or after 
judgment, as provided in this Act. 

Duration of Stay. 

Sec. 204. Any stay under this Act may, except as otherwise 
provided, be ordered for the period of military service and three 
months thereafter, or any part of such period, and subject to such 
terms as may be just. Furthermore, by provisions of Article VI, 
Sees. 602-603, hereof (explained hereinafter), under certain cir- 
cumstances, a stay may be continued for a longer period than that 
stipulated above. 
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Limitations Generally. 
Period of Military Service Excluded. 
Sec. 205. The period of military service shall not be included 
in computing any period now or hereafter to be limited by any 
law for the bringing of any action by or against a person in mil- 
itary service or his heirs or assigns. In other words, the "Stat- 
utes of Limitation," which usually provide that no suit or action, 
may be brought after the lapse of certain periods from the time 
when the proceeding first could have been initiated, shall not be 
operative either for or against the soldier, during the period of 
military service. For instance, in Virginia, a note cannot be sued 
upon more than five years after default in payment. And ordi- 
narily if a soldier held a note over the five years allowed, the note 
would become unenforceable. But, by this Act, if three years, 
for example, of the five-year period are spent in military service, 
those three years will not be counted against the soldier. 

ARTICLE III. 

Rent, Installment Contracts, Mortgages. 

No Eviction or Distress Where Rent Is Less Than $50.00 

Per Month. 
Sec. 300. (1) No eviction or distress shall be made during the 
period of military service as to premises for which the agreed 
rent does not exceed $50.00 per month, occupied chiefly by the 
wife, children or other dependents of a person in military service, 
except upon leave of court, granted upon application therefor, or 
granted in an action regarding the possession of the property. 

Stay. 

Sec. 300. (2) On any such application the court may and upon 
application shall, unless in its opinion the liability of the tenant 
to pay the agreed rent is not materially affected by reason of such 
military service, stay the proceedings for not longer than three 
months, as provided in this Act, or it may make such other order 
as may be just. 

Penalty. 

Sec. 300. (3) Penalty for any person who knowingly takes 
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part in an eviction or distress otherwise than as provided in sec- 
tion 300 (1), is imprisonment not more than one year or fine not 
exceeding $1,000.00 or both. 

Allotment of Pay Toward Rent. 
Sec. 300. (4) The Secretary of War or Navy may order an 
allotment of pay of the person in military service, in reasonable 
proportion to discharge the rent of premises occupied for dwelling 
purposes by the wife, children or other dependents of such per- 
son. By this provision, the Government enables itself to see to 
it that the soldier, whose dependents may be housed in another's 
property without immediate recompense to the owner thereoi, 
devotes a reasonable portion of his pay toward the satisfaction of 
this just debt. 

Purchase, Lease or Bailment of Real Estate or Personal 

Property. 
Sec. 301. No person, who or whose assignor has received, un- 
der a contract for the purchase of real or personal property, or 
of lease or bailment with a view to the purchase of such property, 
a deposit or installment of the purchase price from a person or 
from the assignor of a person who, after the date of payment of 
such deposit or installment has entered military service, shall ex- 
ercise any right or option under such contract to rescind or ter- 
minate it or to resume possession of the property for nonpay- 
ment of any installment falling due during the period of military 
service, except by action in court. And such "action" may be 
stayed under provisions of preceding articles. By this section of 
the Act, soldiers are assured that their homes, on which they 
have paid either a large or small portion of the purchase price; 
will not be taken away from their families, under the auctioneer's 
hammer. And the. same protection is provided for the sol- 
diers' furniture,, bonds (which may represent his savings for 
years), and' other personal property. 

Penalty 
Sec. 301. (la) The penalty for any person knowingly resum- 
ing possession of property otherwise than as above provided, is 
imprisonment for not more than one year or fine not exceeding 
$1,000.00 or both. 
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Repayment, Stay. 
Sec. 301. _(2) Upon hearing, court may order the repayment 
of prior installments or deposits, or any part thereof, as a condi- 
tion of termination of contract or resuming possession of prop- 
erty, or may, in its discretion and shall on application, order a 
stay of proceedings as provided in this Act, unless in its opinion 
the ability of defendant to comply is not materially affected by 
military service, or it may make other equitable disposition of the 
case. This part of the Act gives the Court an indirect power, in 
its discretion, to relieve the soldier from an installment contract, 
which may have become very burdensome by reason of the war, 
and at the same time to have the soldier reimbursed for payments 
previously made, which would otherwise be lost to him. 

Mortgage or Other Security on Real or Personal Property. 

Sec. 302. (1) The provisions of this section shall apply only 
to obligations originating prior to date of approval of this Act 
(March 8, 1918) and secured by mortgage, trust deed or other 
security in the nature of a mortgage upon real or personal prop- 
erty, owned by a person in military service at the commencement 
of the period of such service and still owned by him. This sec- 
tion was enacted from the obvious purpose of preventing a soldier 
or others from turning the Moratorium Law into an instrument 
of fraud, after its passage, by making contracts of purchase and 
at the time relying upon this law or protection from usual conse- 
quences of default in payment. 

Stay or Equitable Disposition. 

Sec. 302. (2) Upon hearing, the court may and on applica- 
tion shall, unless in its opinion the ability of defendant to comply 
with the terms of the obligation is not materially affected by 
such military service: 

(a) Stay the proceedings ; or 

(b) Make other equitable disposition of the case. 

Sale, Confession of Judgment. 
Sec. 302. (3) No sale under a power of sale or under a judg- 
ment entered upon warrant of attorney to confess judgment, con- 
tained in any such obligation shall be valid if made during the 
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period of military service or within three months thereafter, un- 
less upon an order of sale previously granted by the court and a 
return thereto made and approved by the court. And it may be 
readily assumed that no court will take upon itself the responsi- 
bility of ordering any sale to satisfy judgment based upon such an 
instrument as a soldier's note, containing a stereotyped "confes- 
sion of judgment," such as is usually found, practically concealed 
so far as the average man is concerned, in the maze of fine type 
used in most installment contracts. 

ARTICLE IV. 
Insurance. 
Definitions. 
Sec. 400. The term "policy" shall include any contract of life 
insurance on the straight premium or legal reserve plan. It shall 
also include any life insurance benefit arising out of membership 
in any fraternal or beneficial association. The term "policy" 
shall include the dues pertaining to such associations. The term 
"insurer" shall include any partnership, corporation or other form 
of association providing or securing insurance. It should be borne 
in mind however that the provisions of this Act do not apply to 
any policies of War Risk Insurance, issued by the Treasury De- 
partment of the United States. 

To Whom Benefits of This Article Are Applicable. 

Sec. 401. The benefits of this article shall apply to any person 
in military service who is the holder of a policy of life insurance, 
when such holder shall apply for such benefits on a form to be 
issued through the Bureau of War Risk Insurance, which bureau 
"shall issue through suitable military and naval channels a notice 
explaining the provisions of this Article." These forms are to be 
executed in duplicate, the original being sent to the insurance 
company and the copy to the War Risk Insurance Bureau. A 
separate' set of forms (application and copy) are to be used for 
each policy on which relief is asked. These forms contain blanks 
for the chief facts in regard to the soldier, and the policy in 
question. They are to be signed by the soldier, whose signature 
is witnessed and attested by his Commanding Officer. They 
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contain a stipulation by the soldier whereby he agrees to such 
modification of the terms of the policy as may be necessary in 
order to conform to the provisions of this Act. The application 
also contains an agreement by the soldier for the United States 
to be reimbursed for any money advanced on account of unpaid 
premiums, out of the policy in event of death or maturity; or 
out of any cash surrender value of the policy, in the event that 
the soldier does not settle for any unpaid premiums within one 
year after the termination of his period of military service, or 
one year after end of the war, whichever date is the earlier. This 
form has already been prepared and is known as No. 718 and 
No. 718-A; copy of same is hereto attached. [Set out at end of 
article.] 

Amount and Kinds of Policies Included. 

Sec. 402. The benefits of this Act shall be available to any 
person in military service in respect of policies of insurance in 
force under their terms up to but not exceeding an aggregate face 
value of $5,000.00, irrespective of the number of policies held by 
such person or of the number of companies in which such poli- 
cies are held, provided ; that : 

(1) The contracts of insurance were made (or fraternal 
memberships initiated) and one or more premiums 
(or "dues") thereon paid before September 1st, 1917; 

(2) At the time application is made for the benefits of 
this Article, no premiums are due and unpaid for over 
one year; 

(3) At the time of application, there be not outstanding a 
policy loan or other indebtedness equal to or exceed- 
ing 50 per cent of the cash surrender value of the 
policy ; 

(4) The policy does not contain a provision which, if the 
insured is in military service, either in this country 
or abroad, will render the policy void, voidable at the 
insurance company's option, of less face value, or will 
require payment of an additional premium (see sec- 
tion 414) ; 

(5) The policies are held in insurance companies or asso- 
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ciations which are required by law to maintain a re- 
serve or which, if not so required, have made or shall 
make provision for the collection from all those in- 
sured in such company or association of a special pre- 
mium to cover the War Risk of those persons — in- 
sured by it — who are in military service. (See sec. 
415); 
(6) As stated before, this Article shall not apply to any 
policies issued by the Bureau of War Risk Insurance. 

Action by War Risk Insurance Bureau upon Soldier's 
Application. 

Sec. 403. The Bureau of War Risk Insurance shall compile 
and maintain a list of such persons in military service who have 
made application for the benefits of this Article and shall reject 
any applications : 

(1) Made by persons not in the military service; 

(2) In excess of the aggregate face value ($5,000.00) al- 
lowed for each person in military service; 

(3) In respect of policies contrary to provisions of sec- 
tions 402, 414 or 415 (see above). 

Notification of Bureau's Action Regarding Application. 

Sec. 403. (cont'd.) Said Bureau shall immediately notify in 
writing the insurance company or association, and the "soldier" 
of every rejection or approval. 

Selection of Policies. 

Sec. 404. Whenever any person in military service makes appli- 
cation for the benefits of this article in respect to a policy or poli- 
cies of aggregate face value exceeding $5,000.00, whether in one or 
more companies, and the applicant does not indicate any order of 
preference (this indication should be made by the soldier on the ap- 
plication blank. See sample hereto attached) the Bureau of War 
Risk Insurance shall reject such policies as have the lowest cash 
surrender value until the aggregate face value of the policies pro- 
tected is not more than $5,000.00. And wherever it may be nec- 
essary, in order to allow the soldier the maximum authorized 
protection, the Bureau shall direct the insurance company to 
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divide any policy into two separate policies. And the said Bu- 
reau shall immediately notify in writing the said insurance Com- 
pany and soldier of such selection. 

Benefits Conferred by This Article. 

Sec. 405. No policy, which had not lapsed for non-payment of 
premium before the commencement of the period of military 
service of the insured (the soldier) and which has been brought 
within the benefits of this Act by duly executed and accepted ap- 
plication, shall lapse or be forfeited for the non-payment of pre- 
miums during the period of the insureds military service or dur- 
ing one year after the expiration of such period. Provided, that 
in no case shall this benefit extend for more than one year after 
the termination of the war. 

Reports by Insurance Companies to Bureau. 

Sec. 406. This section provides for detailed, itemized, verified 
reports, to be submitted monthly to the War Risk Insurance Bu- 
reau by each and every insurance company or association, to 
whom application has been made for benefits of this article ; said 
reports setting forth the names and policy facts of every person 
who has applied for these benefits ; premiums due and unpaid by 
applicants; premiums, previously reported unpaid, but subse- 
quently paid by applicants; the difference between the totals of 
the two preceding classes ; the balance, after deducting from this 
difference the total amount of premiums unpaid on policies re- 
jected by the Bureau — this last result being the net "monthly 
difference." 

Verification of Insurance Company's Reports by Bureau. 

Sec. 407. The War Risk Insurance Bureau shall verify the 
computation and report of this monthly difference and certify the 
same, as corrected, to the Secretary of the Treasury. 

Bonds for Unpaid Premiums Delivered to Insurance 
Companies. 

Sec. 408. The Secretary of the Treasury shall, within 10 days 
of receipt of the verified monthly difference report, deliver over to 
each insurance company United States Bonds in the amount of 
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ihat multiple of $100.00 nearest to the monthly difference. The 
insurance companies shall be entitled to the interest upon said 
bonds. If the insurance company is found to be insolvent, all ob- 
ligations of the Government as to future premiums shall cease. 

Mutual Indemnification of Insurance Company and 
United States. 

Sec. 409. The bonds so delivered shall be held by the respec- 
tive insurance companies as security for payment, with interest, 
of the defaulted premiums. 

To indemnify it against loss, the United States shall have first 
lien upon any policy receiving the benefits of this article, subject 
only to any lien existing at time the policy became subject to this 
Act; and no loan, settlement or payment of dividend on such pol- 
icy shall be made which will prejudice the government's security, 
or without the written consent of the War Risk Insurance Bu- 
reau. 

Lapse of Policies Not Paid Up by One Year after Leaving 

Service. 
Sec. 411. Any policy, protected by this Article, upon which all 
past due premiums with interest as provided in said policy, are 
not paid within one year after termination of the insured's mil- 
itary service or within one year after termination of the war — 
whichever time be the sooner — shall lapse and be forfeited and 
the insurance company shall pay over any cash surrender value, 
if any remains above amount due as aforesaid for past due pre- 
miums and interest. 

Final Settlement between United States and Insurance 

Companies. 
Sees. 412-413. At the expiration of one year after the termina- 
tion of the war, upon the surrender of all bonds by the insurance 
company to the United States, the latter will pay over to the 
former the balance due on account of unpaid premiums, with in- 
terest at the rate provided for in the policies concerned, as shown 
by account stated of final difference, computed similarly to method 
of ascertaining monthly difference. 

Settlement of Indebtedness by Soldier. 
Although the Act does not in any place specifically provide for 
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time and manner in which soldier is to make settlement for any 
premiums which he has not paid on policies brought within the 
benefits of this Article, as above — nevertheless by reference to 
Sec. 411 and to the agreement in the application the following 
conclusions appear to be proper: — For any premiums unpaid 
by the soldier, he must make payment in one of the following 
ways: 

(1) Direct to the insurance company, the amount being 
the premiums, plus whatever interest is stipulated in 
the policy for loans. 

(a) In case of such payment, the fact would be 
shown on the insurance company's next 
monthly Report to the War Risk Insurance 
Bureau, thus protecting the soldier's account 
against duplication (See Sec. 406). 

(2) To the United States — by his death — out of the pro- 
ceeds of the policy — the amount to be paid in this 
case being the unpaid premiums, plus 5 per cent in- 
terest per annum. (See agreement on application 
blank.) 

(3) Tq the United States, out of the proceeds in case the 
policy matures before one year after the termination 
of the war or the insured's military service. (See 
agreement on application blank.) 

(4) To the United States, out of the cash surrender value 
of the policy — which will lapse if the premiums are 
unpaid when one year has elapsed after the termina- 
tion of the war or the insured's military service. 
(See Sec. 411, and agreement on application blank.) 

ARTICLE V. 

Taxes and Public Lands. 

Application. Real Property. 

Sec. 500. (1) The provisions of this section apply when any 

taxes or assessments, falling due during period of military service 

in respect of real property owned and occupied, whether for 

dwelling or business purposes, by person in military service or 
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his dependents at the commencement of his service and still so 
occupied by the dependents or employees, are not paid. 

No Sale of Delinquent Real Property. 

Sec. 500. (2) When any person in military service or any 
person in his behalf shall file with the collector of taxes an affi- 
davit showing an unpaid tax or assessment, and that by reason of 
such military service the ability of such person to pay is materially 
affected, no sale of such property shall be made to enforce such 
tax or assessment except upon leave of court granted on applica- 
tion. The court may thereupon stay such sale for not more than 
six months after termination of war. 

Redemption. 

Sec. 500. (3) When by law such property may be sold or for- 
feited for delinquent taxes, such person in military service shall 
have right to redeem at any time not later than six months after 
termination of the war. By this section, the power of the right- 
fully despised "land grabber" is effectually curtailed. 

Interest But No Penalty. 

Sec. 500 (4) Taxes and assessments, not paid when due, shall 
bear interest until paid, but no other penalty or interest shall be 
incurred. In the majority of states, non-payment of taxes is fol- 
lowed by imposition of heavy penalties; besides the regular inter- 
est. These penalties are usually cumulative and recurrent, so 
that a delay of any considerable period in tax payment often 
would make the soldier liable for far more than the original 
amount, were it not for the protection afforded by this section. 

Public Lands. 

Sec. 501. No right to any public lands, initiated or acquired 
prior to military service by any person under the homestead, 
desert-land or other laws of the United States, shall be forfeited 
or prejudiced by reason of his absence from such land or his fail- 
ure to improve such land or his failure to perform work or make 
improvements or do any other act required during the period of 
such service. 
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ARTICLE VI. 
Administrative Remedies. 
Fraudulent Use of This Act Prevented. 
Sec. 600. If, in any proceeding, the court is satisfied that any 
interest, property or contract has, since the date of approval of 
this Act (March 8, 1918), been transferred or acquired with in- 
tent to delay the just enforcement of such right, by taking ad- 
vantage of this Act, the court shall make such order or enter such 
judgment as might lawfully be made or entered, had this Act not 
been enacted. 

Certification of Service. 
Sec. 601. (1) In any proceeding under this Act, the Adjutant 
General of the Army, the Chief of the Bureau of Navigation of 
the Navy, the Major General-Commandant of the Marine Corps, 
or any officers designated by them for the purpose, may sign a 
certificate which shall be accepted as prima facie evidence of the 
pertinent facts regarding the military service of any person at 
that time or previously on active duty in their respective depart- 
ments. 

Death of Soldier Not Presumed prom Report as "Missing." 

Sec. 601. (2) For the purpose of determining any period, which 
begins or ends, in this Act, with the death of any person in mil- 
itary service, such period shall not be deemed to have actually 
begun or ended unless and until the death of such person is ac- 
tually reported to or found by the Department of War or Navy, 
or any court or board thereof or until found by a court of com- 
petent jurisdiction. 

Provided, that the foregoing provision shall in no case extend 
any period beyond six months after the termination of the war. 

Interlocutory Order of Court Revoked, Modified or Ex- 
tended. 

Sec. 602. Any interlocutory order, made by any court under the 
provisions of this Act may, upon the court's own motion or other- 
wise, be revoked, modified, or extended by it, upon such notice 
to the parties affected as it may require. 



340 4 VIRGINIA LAW REGISTER, N. S. [ Sept., 

This section permits the court, which made an order that was 
just, at the time, to revoke or modify the same in order to meet 
the ends of justice under subsequently changed conditions or cir- 
cumstances; or, in case the propriety and justice of the case war- 
rant, to extend the operative period of any relief order beyond 
that time fixed by this Act, or by the court's previous order. 

Duration op the Act. 

Sec. 603. This Act shall be in force until the termination of 
the War and six months thereafter. 

Provided, that wherever by this Act, or by any section or pro- 
vision thereof, any proceeding, remedy, privilege, stay, limitation, 
accounting, or other transaction is authorized — the due exercise 
or enjoyment of which may extend beyond the period fixed above 
for the termination of this Act — such section or provision shall 
be deemed to continue in full force and effect so long as may 
be necessary to the exercise or enjoyment of the proceeding, rem- 
edy, privilege, stay, limitation, accounting or transaction afore- 
said. 

Of course, the governing factor of the foregoing provision — 
viz. : — how long the extension may be necessary to the "due ex- 
ercise and enjoyment," etc. — would be a matter for the deter- 
mination of the court, in the exercise of its sound discretion. 

Virginia State Moratorium Legislation. 

While the Federal Moratorium Act is very broad in jurisdic- 
tion, territorial application, and provisions, nevertheless it does 
not embrace criminal proceedings in any court, State or Federal. 
It is interesting to note however that the Legislature of the State 
of Virginia has passed a law, approved by the Governor on March 
16, 1918 i just eight days subsequent to approval ot the Federal 
Act), which provides that any proceeding, civil or criminal, in 
which it appears that a party thereto, having a substantial interest 
in 'such proceeding, is engaged in the military or naval forces of 
the United States in the present war, shall be continued while 
such party is so engaged. An emergency having been declared, 
the Act has been in force from date of its passage. 

In conclusion, it is encouraging to reflect that, with the Federal 
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and State laws protecting his rear from unfair, unjust, or treach- 
erous attacks, the American Soldier, heart-happy, mind free from 
worry, and soul determined, may face the foe and bend his every 
energy to the great task in hand. 

John J. Wicker, Jr., 
Master Electrician, Air Service, 
Sergeant Major — 499th Aero Squadron. 
Langley Field, Hampton, Va. 
July 15, 19 18. 



RULES FOR APPLICATION. 

1. The benefits of the Soldiers' and Sailors' Civil Relief Act are ex- 
tended to those in the military and naval service, as defined in Sec- 
tion 101 of the Soldiers' and Sailors' Civil Relief Act. 

2. The policies of insurance, under which relief is granted, must 
have been issued and had at least one premium paid thereon prior 
to September 1, 1917. 

3. Such policies of insurance must have been issued by a life in- 
surance company or association which is required by 'law to main- 
tain a reserve, or, which if not so required, have made or shall make 
provision for the collection from all those insured of a premium to 
cover the special war risk of that portion of those insured persons 
who are in military service. 

4. Relief will not be granted under policies upon which premiums 
are due and unpaid for a period of more than one year at the time 
when application for such relief is made. 

5. Relief will not. be granted under any policy on which there is 
outstanding a policy loan or other indebtedness equal to, or greater 
than 50 per cent of the cash surrender value of the policy. 

6. Relief will not cover over $5,000 of face value of policies. 

7. Relief will not cover a policy which is void or which may at 
the option of the insurer be voidable, if the insured is in military 
service, either in this country or abroad, nor any policy which as a 
result of being in military service, either in this country or abroad, 
provides for the payment of any sum less than the face thereof or 
for the payment of an additional amount as premium. 

8. The Soldiers' and Sailors' Civil Relief Act does not apply to in- 
surance issued by the Bureau of War Risk Insurance, Treasury 
Department. 

(See forms following) 
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TREASURY DEPARTMENT 

Bureau of War Risk Insurance 

Division of 

Military and Naval Insurance 

Form 718a 

APPLICATION. 

Application for Relief under the Soldiers' and Sailors' Civil 
Relief Act. 

Use a separate set (application and copy) for each policy or cer- 
tificate under which you are asking relief. 

Send this application to the Life Insurance Company, Association 
or Fraternal Society. 



To 

(State here the name of the company, association or society 
in which you are insured) 

Address of its Head Office 



My full name is 

(Given) (Middle) (Last name) 



Home address 

(Number of street or rural route) (City, town, or post office) (State) 

Date of birth 

(Month) (Day) CYear) 

Date of last enlistment or Army or 

entry into active service Navy Service number 

(Give month, day, and year) 

My policy number is The amount of the policy is $ 

I pay premiums to 

Located at 

(Street) (City) (State) 

The name of my lodge is Number 

(If policy is a fraternal certificate) 

Located at 

(Street) (City) (State) 

The beneficiary, under this policy, is Relationship 

(Name of beneficiary) (Relationship to insured) 
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The address of the beneficiary is 

(Street) (City) (State) 

This policy is held by 

Whose address is 

(Street) (City) (State) 

I have not borrowed on this policy, excepting as follows: 

The amount borrowed is $ 

I have borrowed from 

Address 

(Street) (City) (State) 

I have not assigned this policy, excepting as follows: 

The assignment is to 

Whose address is 

(Street) (City) (State) 

I hereby apply for the benefits of Article IV of the Soldiers' and 
Sailors' Civil Relief Act, with reference to the above-described in- 
surance on my life. This application is a consent to such modifica- 
tion of the terms of the original contract of insurance as are made 
necessary by the provisions of such article. 

I agree that the United States shall be reimbursed for any money 
advanced on account of unpaid premiums on the above policy (with 
interest at the rate, of 5 per cent per annum), out of the above pol- 
icy, in the event of death or maturity, and out of any cash value, in 
the event such premiums are not paid within one year after the ter- 
mination of the present war or the termination of my period of mil- 
itary service, whichever date is the earlier. 



Signed at (on board) 

The day of 191 < Si S n here > 

Witnessed by: VV» ' ' J !•" V 

(Rank or rating) 
Rank 



Commanding (Organization) 
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TREASURY DEPARTMENT 
Bureau of War Risk Insurance 

Division of 
Military and Naval Insurance 

Form 718 

COP\ OF APPLICATION. 

Copy of Application for Relief under the Soldiers' and Sailors' Civil 

Relief Act. 

Use a separate set (application and copy) for each policy or cer- 
tificate under which you are asking relief. 

Send this copy to the Insurance Section, Bureau of War Risk In- 
surance Treasury Department, Washington, D. C. 



To 

(State here the name of the company, association or society 
in which you are insured) 

Address of its Head Office 



My full name is 

(Given) (Middle) (Last name) 



Home address 

(Number of street or rural route) (City, town, or post office) (State) 

Date of birth , 

(Month) (Day) (Year) 

Date of last enlistment or Army or 

entry into active service Navy Service number 

(Give month, day, and year) 



My policy number is The amount of the policy is $ 

I pay premiums to 

Located at 

(Street) (City) (State) 

The name of my lodge is Number 

(If policy is a fraternal certificate) 

Located at 

(Street) (City) (State) 

The beneficiary, under this policy, is Relationship 

(Name of beneficiary) (Relationship to insured) 
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The address of the beneficiary is 

(Street) (City) (State) 



This policy is held by. 



Whose address is 

(Street) (City) (State) 

I have not borrowed on this policy, excepting as follows: 
The amount borrowed is $ 

I have borrowed from 

Address 

(Street) (City) (State) 

I have not assigned this policy, excepting as follows: 

The assignment is to 



Whose address is 

(Street) (City) (State) 

I am signing, under this date, applications for relief on insurance 

totaling $ I desire these insurance contracts pro- 

(Give Amount.) 
tected in the order of choice as noted on each copy of application. 

The order of choice of this one being 

(First, second, etc.) 

I hereby apply for the benefits of Article IV of the Soldiers' and 
Sailors' Civil Relief Act, with reference to the above-described in- 
surance on my life. This application is a consent to such modifica- 
tion of the terms of the original contract of insurance as are made 
necessary by the provisions of such article. 

I agree that the United States shall be reimbursed for any money 
advanced on account of unpaid premiums on the above policy (with 
interest at the rate of 5 per cent per annum), out of the above pol- 
icy, in the event of death or maturity, and out of any cash value, in 
the event such premiums are not paid within one year after the ter- 
mination of the present war or the termination of my period of mil- 
itary service, whichever date is the earlier. 

Signed at (on board) 

the day of 191 ^ Si « n here > 

Witnessed by: Vt» ' ' i l'"\ 

' (Rank or rating) 

Rank 



Commanding (Organization) 



